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In order for the goodness of faith to shine in its proper light, purity must adorn married life in
such a way so that the married couple would proceed in everything with the thought of the law of God
and of nature and that they would always try to walk the road of the wise and most holy Will of the
Creator.

That which St. Augustine calls the faithfulness of purity will show with great ease and charm and
glory, married love. That love permeates all duties of married life and in a Christian marriage it takes the
first and most important place.

“Married faith demands,” | read from the Roman Catechism, “that husband and wife be united
by a holy and pure love; they should love each other just as Christ loved the Church.” The Apostle
prescribes this principle saying “Husbands love your wives just as Christ loved the Church!”

Here, the talk of love, based not only on sensual tendencies which, sooner or later disappear,
nor on flattering words, but consolidated on the deep tendencies of the soul and also corroborated by
external actions. For the proof of love are actions.

These actions in married life include not only mutual help, but necessarily, and this is of primary
importance, that the married couple support each other in developing and perfecting the spirit more
and more from day to day. Then by their partnership in life they will advance in virtue more and more,
and above all else, in the love of God and neighbor.

This mutual work upon themselves by this married couple, this endless striving for mutual
perfection, can be most aptly called the leading reason for marriage if we understand marriage in its
broader sense, mainly as a union involving the entire scope of common life, sharing our being together,
our life and interests.

It is absolutely necessary to include in this love all the other laws and duties so that the
Apostle’s words about mutual duties became not only the basis for justice, but also the norm of love.
Therefore, when life at home together consolidates itself with the bond of love, it is absolutely
necessary for the order of love to blossom.

This order includes a certain superiority of the husband over his wife and children along with the
willing readiness of the wife to submit and listen, as the Apostle clearly reminds them: “Wives, be
submissive to your husband as to the Lord, for the husband is the head of the wife, just as Christ is the
head of the Church.”

This obedience does not deny nor does it take away that freedom which belongs to the wife
totally and from her dignity as a human being along with her dignity as wife, mother and companion. It
does not command obedience to such desires of her husband which oppose either reasonableness or
the dignity of the wife; it does not place the wife even with children who for the lack of mature views or
for the lack of experience in people’s affairs are denied the right to manage their own affairs. But it
forbids that exuberant freedom and playfulness which neglects the good of the family; it forbids in this
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family body the separation of the heart from the head, which threatens ruin for the entire body and the
danger of a near breakage.

If the husband is the head, then the wife is the heart, and just as he maintains the management
of ruling, so she can and should reserve for herself the rule of love and goodness. Finally, the obedience
of the wife to her husband can be diverse as far as the degree and the ways, depending on individuals,
the place and the times. Also, if the husband does not fulfill his duties, then it is the duty of the wife to
take her husband’s place in taking care of the family.

Pope Leo XIll was extremely wise when he wrote about keeping this order between a husband
and wife when he wrote: “The husband is the lord of the family and the head of the woman; she,
however, being flesh of his flesh and bone of his b one, let her be subject to her husband and obedient
to him, not in the manner of a servant, but as that of a companion, so that in carrying this obedience
out, there would be no lack of noble-mindedness nor dignity.

Therefore, in the both of them, in him who leads and in her who listens, in him being the picture
of Christ and in her being the picture of the Church, may the love of God be their constant guide in
fulfilling their duties.”

This is what the riches of faith contains in itself: unity, purity, love, honest and noble obedience;
there are so many names, so many benefits for the married couple and for the married state; they
protect themselves through them and develop: peace, dignity and marital happiness.

It is therefore no wonder that such a marital faith is always considered and held up among the
highest goods of marriage and of a proper marriage. Since | intend to talk about the sacrament of
Matrimony in a special talk, allow me to make a few observations about that which | had already
spoken, and | have the feeling that you have noticed that | spoke very circumspectly and carefully. The
theme of marriage is excessively delicate. | must therefore be careful not to scandalize anyone by
chance. | admit that everything | have said so far was taken from the Fathers of the Church, from Papal
encyclicals, from moral theology and from the laws of the Church.

Let me now chat with you about the duties a married couple has in common. From these, the
brightest and the most reasonable one is the obligation of marital fidelity.

The breaking of this marital faithfulness is one of the most shameful sins that a Christian can
allow to happen. The side which commits this sin allows an injustice worse than that of a thief or a
robber. We read how God Himself punished people for faithlessness in marriage.

The pagans had no pity on those who did not keep or maintain their marital fidelity. | won’t go
into the details of these writings. However, | am throwing out a warning to those married couples who
are carrying on under the slogan: “We must use the world, as long as our years allow it.”
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I already mentioned the love between a married couple. There is not talk of any happiness in a
marriage in which there is not love. For happiness exists only there where there is satisfaction and peace
and where Christian love rules between a married couple.

Such married couples mutually avoid everything that could sadden the other, get that person
angry or knock him or her off balance. Even if one side commits an error or makes a mistake, the other
does not explode in anger, does not make noisy and vengeful objections, but teaches and explains
patiently and gently.

Itis true to do this one must have character and self-control. A compliant married couple does
not grumble, does not sulk, but they mutually yield to one another and lift the burden to their shoulders
together.

True adversities do not pass them by for no one is free of them neither the poor beggar nor the
powerful man, but mutual love gives them courage so that with God’s help they can survive and
persevere.

St. John Chrysostom rightly says: “The harmony and the love between a married couple is the
wealth and happiness of the married state; it is a true good if the husband and wife live in harmony and
peace.”

But on the contrary, woe where the marriage knows no harmony, where there is no love in a
marriage. It is barely morning and arguments and noise is already starting.

The husband is sour and his wife is sarcastic; if one of them speaks to the other, the words that
pour out from those lips are sharp, tasteless, full of bitterness and anger. And how many times their
words fall wishing them various sufferings, misfortunes and even death? And how often is such a
discordant life the cause of various transgressions and crimes?

A husband, in order to avoid the endless thrusts of a quarrelsome wife, seeks some indulgent
peace beyond the home. Where? You know better than | do. He spends money, makes friends, and
makes friends with individuals of loose morals. Then he is already standing over an abyss. The wife who
never hears a word of appreciation or praise from her husband, only constant growling, seeks relief and
spiritual morphine beyond the family nest. Among strangers who often are bankrupt morally, she finds
the appeasement for her physical and mental nervousness. And then, she too is rolling down.

In addition, if there are children in such a family, what will they be like? What kind of people will
they grow up to be?

In Rome, in the catacombs of St. Calixtus, on one of the graves, till this day the inscription reads:
“Alexander put a tombstone here for his wife who as a Christian could not live with me without discord
and strife.” What a very telling sermon to Christian wives.
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The sage of the Lord calls out — “There are three things that please my soul and these are
pleasing before God and people — harmony between brothers and love of neighbor and a man and
woman who are in agreement with one another.”

Every husband and every wife should have these words of Scripture carved in their memory:
“Love is patient, love is kind, it bears everything and believes everyone.” These last words point out to
the married couple not to be suspicious of one another, for if suspicion sneaks into their he arts, then
the bug of a lack of confidence pervades all of their actions, poisons the mind, tortures their hearts and
often shortens their life.

Just one more reminder: A married couple should never reproach one another especially argue
with one another in the presence of their children. Children should never even suspect that their
parents have misunderstandings, otherwise they will lose all honor and respect for their parents and
they will grow up intractable and disobedient.

Besides the duties that each married couple has together, each of these also have individual
duties. The husband sins, sins grievously if he wastes money or if he does not try to provide for all the
needs of his wife and children; if he does not keep vigilance over the du ties performed by his wife and
children, or what is even worse, if he interferes in their performance thereof.

No husband can manage to maintain his family without being industrious, economical and
sober. These three virtues are essential for every husband. That is why parents should train their
children in these three virtues already from an early age.

A wife sins if she is quarrelsome, disagreeable, always wants to do things her way without
coming to an agreement with her husband; or if she wastes her husband’s earnings on trifles, on
unnecessary things, or if she squanders time in laziness.

God’s command is very clear. The wife should memorize it. God Himself said to Eve: “You will be
under the power of your husband, and he will be lord over you.” The Apostle then writes: “Wives, be
subject to your husband, just as it should be in the Lord.”

Evidently, such is the Will of God, despite modern principles, the exalted equality of rights under
the heavens. Our predecessors used to say that - “. .. an intelligent wife manages to keep her husband
on a silken thread, but she won’t achieve anything with an iron chain.”

St. Monica had a pagan for her husband who was a very irrigable person and very impetuous.
This is what she declared: “As soon as my parents gave me away in marriage, | served him faithfully
never crossed his commands and thus | enjoyed great peace and love with him.” And in time, she
reached her goal. Her pagan husband became a Christian.

Let me add that wives should obey their husbands when their commands are reasonable and
refer to suitable matters. In other circumstances and matters, the wife has not only the right but the
obligation to oppose his orders.
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Finally, and here in order that | would not be judged as being a bigot, one-sides and a
persecutor, | add the words of a moralist: “Wives have the duty of avoiding unnecessary entertainments
and visits. Today, especially since the school does not give the children that which it should, there
should be no time for wives to engage in gossip.

When every wife, having looked around her house, will teach her children and will maintain
good order at home not only in the middle, but even in the furthest corners, then she will not be
thinking about empty talks, for she will love her home and her children.

If the wife maintains good order and cleanliness in her home, then she will more easily bind her
husband to the home and to herself, and she will be with her husband very happy.” To this | add a public
and loud — Amen!
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February 14, 1954
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

As an introduction to today’s talk, | will use part of an article written by Peter Yollesa in the New
York’s New World. Among other things he writes, “In the New York Times | found an article from Chapel
Hill, North Carolina which | wish to present here in literal translation: ‘At the University of North Carolina
there was a Conference on Marriage and the Family. It lasted for three days. The participants came to
the conclusion that there should be more courses on marriage and the family being taught in our
colleges and universities”. Such courses are given in 600 universities and colleges, according to the
report of Dr. M. Morgan of Florida, but only nine universities have a marriage clinic.

In the United States there are a million abandoned wives and children. “The Federal
Government, the local and state authorities have given out, in 1952, $205,000,000 for the upkeep of
abandoned wives and children” testified Dr. J.T. Zucherman.

From other reports it shows that the cause of the break-up of the family is an emotional strain
that is brought on by an inadequate preparation of young people for married life. Dr. M. L. Kolb of
Newcomb College in his report says, “In the case of marriage of individuals belonging to different classes
of society”. We say, “Don’t do that!” Instead, we say that it is a hundred times better to enter into
marriage with a person belonging to the same class.

We agree, that according to the principles of democracy, the role of a husband and wife in
marriage is equal but, we must take into consideration, that there are deep differences between a man
and a woman.

Mr. Yolles says, “It is good that in 600 institutions of learning, the question of marriage is treated
seriously, that there are special classes on marriage and clinics, for this is a social problem and a
sociological one and a problem of personal happiness.

When to this number of a million abandoned women and children, we add a million divorces, a
million offenses and crimes, murders and suicides committed because of an unhappy marriage, millions
of instances of derailment and break downs as a result of marital tragedies then we have a measure of
the statement of how serious this problem is.

It is another matter and another question, whether a class in school or a clinic at an institution is
capable of remedying an existing sickness or protect and prevent young people from making a mistake.
Human nature is complex and secretive. It is impossible to enclose it in the framework of rules and
regulations. It is unknown how individuals behave in certain circumstances it is unknown where, how
and when a sudden and unexpected complete derailment will happen.

However, | believe that it is good to prepare young people for this serious step which is
marriage, for it demands preparation, demands knowledge, self-criticism, a certain community base, a
lot of sobriety and moral ideas. There are also certain rules that act as safety-valves in critical moments.
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In a word, it is necessary to prepare oneself for marriage, and not to go into it blindly, thoughtlessly and
in a state of romantic excitement. Marriage is a serious matter. It is not a romance.”

From here, to my talk entitled:
THEY WILL BE T WO IN ONE FLESH

Already in the second chapter of the Book of Genesis, we read how when God created the
world, He immediately created the first man Adam and placed him in Paradise to take care of it and
guard it. That means so that he would have some pleasant and decent occupation and would guard the
place so that the animals would not destroy its beauty.

But, at the time Adam did not find any helper that was pleasing to him. Then the All-Wise God
the Creator said, “It is not good for a man to be alone; let us make him a helper like himself.” Then God
cast a deep sleep on Adam and when he slept, God removed one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. And the Lord God built up into a woman the rib which He had taken from Adam and brought her
to Adam.

Adam said, “This one is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. She, I will call woman for
she was taken from a man.”

The Creator immediately added: “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to
his wife and they will be two in one flesh.”

This is the first marriage instituted by God Himself. Yes, and in another place in that same Book
of Genesis we read, “God created man and woman.” He blessed them and said: “Grow and multiply and
fill the earth and make it subject to you.” Thus it is explicit and clear, the main purpose of marriage is
progeny.

Since God the Creator instituted marriage and later Christ the Savior raised it to the dignity of a
Sacrament, the Church always defended the dignity and holiness of marriage, both against those who
condemned marriage as something evil in itself, as also against those who taught that marriage is only a
contract that is only and totally subject to civil authority.

The immovable and untouchable basis of marriage as concerns its sacramental dignity as well as
its unchanging durability is: Marriage has been instituted and renewed not by people but, by God. Also it
was not from people, but from the Creator of nature, from God and from that nature of Christ Who
renews, from the Son of God it received its laws, its confirmation , its elevation. From this it follows that
these laws cannot be subject to the changeable views of people nor contradictory to the contract
between them, even if they came from the marrying couple themselves.

Even though marriage by its very nature is an establishment of God, a person’s free will has an
honorable share in marriage. For every single marriage, being a union between this man and that
woman, does not take effect except through the voluntary consent of the husband and wife. This act of
free will, and here | am quoting Canon Law on which power the sides mutually give and receive the right
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of actual marriage, is so necessary to the contraction of a true marriage that no human force can
substitute it. This freedom has only this one thing as its purpose: In order to clearly show whether those
entering this contract really want to make this contract of marriage with this designated person or not.

The substance of marriage thus moves itself completely from under the discretion of the person
in such a way that when someone had already married once, he is subject from that moment to God’s
law and the quality of marriage.

Therefore, in marriage, souls unite and they do this faster and tighter than the body can, not
through the temporary appeal of the senses, nor even by feelings along, but with the reflected upon
and forceful act of will; it is from this union of souls that there arises from the Will of God and sacred
and unshakeable bond.

Such is the nature of the bond of matrimony. All of heaven distinguishes it from the behavior of
perverse people who, as though they did not have any intelligence, act out of blindness and as though
they were under the influence of low instincts.

It also differs from those unstable unions among people who do not have any thing in common
with a true and honest bond of marriage, based on free will and for whom it does not afford any rights
to family life. The result of this is that lawful authority has the right and even the obligation to check,
forbid and punish these wicked unions which oppose reason and nature.

In one of many encyclicals, Pope Leo XIIl wrote in 1891: “There is no doubt that by the choice of
the state of life, he remains with a free will and is recognized as a person with a certain choice either to
follow the advice of Jesus Christ and live in virginity or to enter into the obligation of marriage.”

No human law can take away a person’s natural and primordial right to marriage. From this it is
seen that the sacred bond of a true marriage depends simultaneously on the Will of God and on the wills
of the people.

From God comes the establishment and purpose as well as the rights and good of marriage.
From people, however, by the grace and help of God, there comes through a noble gift of the personal I,
for one’s entire life to another person. Every individual marriage comes with its obligations and blessings
that God promised.

What are the benefits of a true marriage? In speaking to the faithful, St. Augustine cried out: “All
of this is good, this is why marriage is good — progeny, faith and sacrament.” Then he clearly explains
why these three ideas rightly include the entire, bright lesson about Christian marriage by explaining:
“Faith signifies that after the bond of marriage, neither of this married couple can enter into a union
with another man or woman.

Progeny must be accepted with love, nourished with goodness and raised with the fear of God.
Sacrament, that marriage is unbreakable and that the divorced man or woman cannot marry another,
even if it was for the purpose of having children.”
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Therefore, such are the rules of marriage, which either these kinds ennoble or they limit the evil
of intemperance. Among the goods or benefits of marriage, progeny occupy the first and prominent
place. In this very matter, the Creator of the human race, who in his goodness wanted to use people as
helpers in the transmission of human life, taught people thus when He instituted marriage in paradise
when He said to our first parents and through them to all married couples: “Grow and multiply and fill
the earth!”

St. Augustine explains this nicely saying: “It is because the goal of marriage is to multiply oneself;
therefore | prefer that they marry when they are young, and if someone would ask why | would add —
“In order to give birth to children, so that they would become mothers of families.”

Of what benefit is a child becomes apparent in the dignity of a person and the sublime purpose
of a person. God wants the growth and development of people not only so that they would exist and fill
the earth, but much more than that. So that they would be worshippers of God, would know Him, love
Him and possess Him in heaven for all eternity! That purpose, raising a person by the Will of God in a
miraculous manner to a supernatural state surpasses everything that the human eye has seen, what the
ear has heard and what has entered the heart of man.

From this it clearly shows what a gift of the goodness of God, what a magnificent fruit of
marriage is progeny, born by the power of the Almighty God through this married couple.

A Christian married couple should remember that they have been called not only to propagate
and maintain the human race on earth, not only to raise any kind of worshippers of the true God but, for
the purpose of giving birth to the progeny of Christ for the Church, so that day by day, the people
assigned to spread the glory of God and of our Savior would grow in number.

If a truly Christian mother considers this she will clearly recognize in the most sublime and full of
joy meaning that the Savior said this about her: “A woman, when she gives birth to a child, no longer
remembers the pressure on account of the happiness that a person came into the world.” A Christian
mother is higher and above all pains, worries and difficulties of motherhood. With greater legitimacy
and having higher meaning than that Roman matron, the mother of the Grachii brothers, she receives
praise and a reward from the Creator for her progeny.

Both of these married women will see in these children whom they willingly and gratefully
received from the hand of God, a talent given them by God which they will turn not only for their own
use or for their fatherland, but also, and above all, for the glory of God.

The goodness of having children does not end in giving them life, but out of necessity, one must
add to this a suitable upbringing. This most wise God would have shown too little solicitude to this born
progeny and to the entire species of human beings, had He not imposed on those to whom He gave the
power and the right to propagate life, at the same time He gave them the right and the duty or
obligation to raise them.
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It is no secret to anyone that children cannot help themselves in whatever refers to the natural
life, nor even more so in whatever refers to the supernatural life. On the contrary, for many long years, a
child is dependent on the help of others, on their teachings and their upbringing.

Itis also a well-known fact that according to the will of God and nature, the right and obligation
of raising children belongs in the first place to those who began this work of nature by giving life and it
cannot be that they who began this work should leave it unfinished and exposed to total ruin. The
raising of children, which is so very necessary, is possibly helped in the best way by such a marriage in
which, since this married couple are bound together by an unbreakable bond, the work of husband and
wife, with their mutual help is always there on call.

St. Augustine maintains that “children signify that they should be accepted with love and raised
in a godly way.” This very same thing is distinctly expressed in Canon Law: “The first purpose of marriage
is to give birth to and raise children.” You cannot overlook this with silence on account of the high
dignity and the great meaning of this double function that is given to parents in matters for the good of
progeny, that the honest use of the abilities given them by God to bring about life according to the Will
of the Creator and the will of natural laws, it is only the law and privilege of marriage and can only be
used within the circle of marriage.

The second right of marriage is the right of faith. This is a mutual faithfulness of married couples
in fulfilling the marital contract, and this is so understood, that what was made sacred by this law of God
belongs only to the other partner. This is not denied him nor is it given to anyone else.

Also, one can never even admit something to one’s spouse that is contrary to God’s law and
opposes marital faith and for that reason can never be admitted. Hence, faith so understood, demands
above all else a unity in marriage which the Creator created in the marriage of our first parents when He
decided that the bond of marriage should only be between one man and one woman.

Itis true that later, God, the Highest Law Giver, softened somewhat the force of that first law for
some time but there is no doubt that the evangelical law restored the first and perfect unity completely
and lifted all relaxations this arises and is completely evident from the words of Christ and from the
constant practice of the Church in its teaching and practice. Rightfully therefore, the Council of Trent
solemnly declares: “Christ the Lord clearly taught that in this union only two persons are united saying —
and thus they are no longer two but one body.”

Thus, Christ the Lord wanted to condemn any kind of form of multiple husbands and multi-
wives, be they simultaneous or be they in succession, and likewise, any other immodest action; but He
also forbid the aim of total protection of the holy boundaries of matrimony and everything pertaining to
it such as deliberate thoughts and desires: “And | tell you, that everyone who looks with lust at a
woman, has already committed adultery in his heart.” These words of Christ the Lord cannot annihilate
the permission of any wife; for they announce the law of God and nature, which no human will can ever
break or bend.




